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Task 
4.1 

 
SID# 

Name ___________________________  Date: ___________________ 
 

Course: US History/Ms. Brown   Homeroom:  
 

7th Grade US History 
Standard #  – Do Now – Day #37 

 
Aims: SWBAT identify and explain the characteristics of the New England colonies  
SWBAT identify and explain the characteristics of the Middle Colonies 
SWBAT compare and contrast the New England and Middle Colonies  
 

DO NOW 
 
Directions: Answer the following questions in complete and historically accurate sentences. You 
must attempt each question, there should be absolutely no blank spaces. Be sure to provide 
examples and evidence to support your answers.  
 
1. Who do you think is most  to blame for the mistreatment and torture of the Taino Native 
Americans during the Age of Exploration. Your explanation must have a position, 2 -3 
claims with at least 1 piece of evidence to support your claim and a conclusion. 
 
Choose from one of the following defendants:  

• Christopher Columbus  

• The Conquistadors  

• King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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I. Map Analysis  
Directions: 
☐ On the map, outline the New England, Middle, and Southern regions in three different 
colors. Add your colors to the map key.  
☐Underline the name of each colony that was settled in the New England, Middle, and 
Southern regions  
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MAP MINUTE! 

 
 Score: _____/13 Mastered/Passing/Not Mastered 
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DAILY DEBRIEF 

 
In our last unit (unit 3: European Exploration) we discussed the arrival of the Spanish in 
the New World, and their interactions with the Native Americans. This week we will discuss 
English settlement in the Thirteen Colonies. Keep a critical eye out for who was moving to 
the colonies and why they were moving there in the first place. What did these settlers hope 
to achieve? What was life like in the early days of the colonies? These are the questions we 
will answer this week in our fourth unit: Colonization and Settlement.  
 
Vocabulary:  
 
Pilgrim: An English person who landed in Plymouth, Massachusetts to escape religious 
persecution.  Arrived in 1620 
 
Puritan: An English person who colonized New England to escape religious persecution. 
Arrived in 1629 
 
There are several facts you should know about New England:  

 The two colonies in Massachusetts—Plymouth (________________) and the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony (__________________)—came for religious freedom.  
However, these groups did not tolerate different religions in their colony. 

 ____________________did not play a major role in business, politics or public life of 
New England. It was believed that their role was in the home. 

 More free blacks lived in ___________________than in any other colonies. They had the 
right to own land, and some even ran their own farms. Prejudice, however, still 
existed.  Slavery still remained ________________, but there was not much use for 
slaves in New England.  

 _____________________ was very important to New England colonist, and it influenced 
the government and all political decisions. 

 
Quaker: A religious group that promoted tolerance and worked for equal rights for women, 
African Americans and Native Americans. Quakers settled mainly in Pennsylvania.  
 

 The people who settled in the Middle colonies represented many cultures and 
religions. One important group, ____________________, started the colony of 
Pennsylvania, in order to find religious _____________________. 

 The Middle colonies became places where ________________, manufacturing, and 
industry began to grow and develop. 

 These colonies were considered to be the “breadbasket” of the all the colonies 
because of their _________________. 

 Pennsylvania had the ___________ long-lasting relationship with 
___________________________in the colonial period. 
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 The geographic features included _________________, as well as valleys and 

mountains. 
 Lumbering, shipbuilding, and other occupations added to the variety of opportunities 

in these colonies. 
 
What is one similarity and one difference between the New England and Middle colonies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. Examining the Colonies  
Directions: Give at least two details about the geography, climate, or economic activities in 
the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies  
 
New England Colonies  
Detail #1 (exemplar): In the New England colonies, farming was challenging, because of the 
long, cold winters and rocky soil.  
Non-example: It was cold 
 
Detail #2: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Middle Colonies  
 
Detail #1: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Detail #2: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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III. Analyzing the Colonies: New England and the Middle Colonies  
Directions: In each of these sections, complete the spoke diagram by describing the key 
features of the colony. Draw a simple symbol to represent each feature. A sample is shown 
below.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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HOMEWORK 
_____/10 Mastered/Passing/Not Mastered 

 
Directions: Answer the following questions about the 13 colonies in complete sentences 
and be sure to include at least two details from class and the notes to support your 
answers.  
 
List two facts about life in the New England colonies. 
 
 
 

 
 
What do you think life would be life in a New England colony? Please explain in 3-5 
sentences and/or draw an image that uses at least ONE vocabulary term. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What is one similarity between the New England Colonies and the Middle Colonies?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is one difference between the New England Colonies and the Middle Colonies?  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BRAINIAC BONUS  
_____/5 Mastered/Passing/Not Mastered 

 

 

What are some of the trades, or jobs, depicted in the map? 
 
 
 
 
What do you think life would be like in this village? 
 
 
 
 
What conclusion can you draw about the New England village? 
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Exit Ticket 
_____/5 Mastered/Passing/Not Mastered 

 
1. The Massachusetts Bay Colony was founded to protect which of the following people  

a. Puritans 
b. Catholics 
c. Quakers 
d. Debtors 

2. Settlement that was started for religious reasons in present day Massachusetts 
a. Plymouth 
b. New York 
c. Jamestown 
d. Roanoke 

3. _________________________________ had rocky soil, plentiful forests, and easy access to the 
sea 
 

4. The __________________ region had rich soil for raising wheat, available minerals, cold 
winters, and hot summers 

 
 


